DUCKLINGS CURRICULUM
GUIDE

THE AIM OF OUR CURRICULUM IS TO EQUIP CHILDREN
WITH THE SKILLS AND KNOWLEDGE THEY NEED TO
EXPLORE AND UNDERSTAND THE WORLD AROUND
THEM.

WE BELIEVE THAT CHILDREN GROW AND DEVELOP WHEN
THEY HAVE ACCESS TO A WELL THOUGHT OUT LEARNING
ENVIRONMENT AND ENGAGED ADULTS.

THE TEACHING AND LEARNING OF NEW SKILLS AND
KNOWLEDGE ARE DELIVERED THROUGH BOTH ADULT
AND CHILD-LED OPPORTUNITIES BOTH INDOORS AND
OUTDOORS.

WE FOCUS ON THE IMPORTANCE OF KNOWLEDGE AND
SKILLS THAT WILL SUPPORT CHILDREN IN EVERY WAY
POSSIBLE SO THAT THEY CAN MAKE THE MOST OF
OPPORTUNITIES AND FULFIL THEIR POTENTIAL ALONG
WITH PROMOTING THEIR INDEPENDENCE.

SO HOW DO WE ACCOMPLISH THIS? KEEP READING TO
FIND OUT!



Our intent is for children to leave us confident in -

Implementation - How we will support children

Knowing about themselves and others, and how to keep safe.
PSED/CL/PD/UW

Having the social skills and confidence to play alongside/with ather
children
PSED/CL/UW

Being able to make a simple choice
CL

Having a go and keep on trying
PSED/PDIL/M

Listening and taking turns
CL/PSEDIM

Fallowing simple instructions
CL

Knowing a number of songs and rhymes and enjoy joining in with
the singing.
L/M/EAD/CL/PSED

Sitting at a table for snack and meal times
PSED/ UWI PD

Talking to an adult
CL/PSED f UW

Using gross and fine motoer skills to do things independently
FD

Using mathematical concepts and language in play and everyday
experiences,
M

QObserve children at play and plan activities that follow their interests and
introduce them to new ideas and concepts.

Bieing specific with our praise. noting how wall children solve problems, have
ideas and negotiate.

Use additional funding to support children as identified

Work with parents to ensure they are able to support their child's learning at
home.

Share and discuss upsrisnt:asl

Role model positive language and positive behaviour
Provide supervised opportunities for turn-taking.
Provide real-life experiences

Use flashcards to support basic English language / for children to express their
own wanks and needs.

Well planned leaming environments indoors and outdoors that promote
the focus on learning.

Know and understand the areas of learning and development

By building a good relationship up with bath key children and their immediate
family

Know how each child plays and leamns.




THERE ARE 7 AREAS OF LEARNING AND
DEVELOPMENT WITHIN THE EARLY
YEARS CURRICULUM

PRIME AREAS OF LEARNING

- PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT
+ COMMUNICATION AND LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT
* PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

SPECIFIC AREAS OF LEARNING

« LITERACY

* MATHEMATICS

« UNDERSTANDING THE WORLD
« EXPRESSIVE ARTS AND DESIGN

IN PLANNING FOR CHILDREN, WE CONSIDER THE
DIFFERENT WAYS IN WHICH CHILDREN LEARN.

THE THREE CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE LEARNING
ARE

* PLAYING AND EXPLORING
« ACTIVE LEARNING
« CREATING AND THINKING CRITICALLY



OVER TIME WE OFFER A RANGE OF EXPERIENCES TO
SUPPORT THE CHILDREN'S KNOWLEDGE AND SKILLS
DEVELOPMENT. SOME OF THESE INCLUDE:

PLANTING SEEDS WATCHING THEM GROW
AND LEARNING ABOUT WHAT HAS BEEN GROWN

MEETING PEOPLE FROM THE LOCAL COMMUNITY
WHO HELP US SUCH AS THE DENTIST AND POLICE

VISITING A LOCAL CARE HOME

TRIPS TO LOCAL PARKS AND WALKS AROUND THE
LOCAL AREA

RAISING MONEY FOR CHARITIES

BAKING ACTIVITIES

WE WILL CELEBRATE A RANGE OF FESTIVALS AND SHARE
SPECIAL OCCASIONS WITH THE CHILDREN
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR. SOME OF THESE INCLUDE:

SHARED MEALS AND FOOD TASTING
DRESSING UP

DANCING AND SINGING TO MUSIC
BOOKS AND STORIES

SPECIAL VISITORS

MAKING AND DECORATING CARDS



WE ALSO PROVIDE EXTRA CURRICULUM ACTIVITIES
ONLINE - FREE FOR YOU TO USE AND SHARE AT HOME.

THESE FREE RESOURCES CAN BE FOUND USING THE
LINKS PROVIDED BELOW.

DUCKLINGS ARTISTS
www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/artists

DUCKLINGS CHEFS
www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/chefs

DUCKLINGS GARDENERS
www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/gardeners

DUCKLINGS READERS
www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/readers

DUCKLINGS AT HOME
www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/at-home

DUCKLINGS BLOG

www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/blog



ASSESSMENT

ASSESSMENT LINKS OUR CHILDREN'S LEARNING AND TO OUR
CURRICULUM.

MOST OF THE ASSESSMENTS WE DO AT THE NURSERY ARE FORMATIVE SO
THAT IT QUICKLY HELPS US TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN CHILDREN'S
LEARNING. HOWEVER, WE ALSO NEED TO HAVE AN OVERVIEW OF
CHILDREN'S PROGRESS, SO THAT WE CAN TAKE FURTHER ACTIONS WHERE
NEEDED. WE NOTICE WHAT CHILDREN CAN, AND CAN'T DO. WE ARE GOOD
AT DECIDING WHEN IT WILL BE HELPFUL TO STEP IN AND SUPPORT, AND
WHEN IT'S BEST TO BE ENCOURAGING BUT HANG BACK. IT IS IMPORTANT
THAT WE ARE CERTAIN THAT CHILDREN ARE SECURE IN WHAT THEY KNOW
AND CAN DO, BEFORE INTRODUCING THEM TO SOMETHING NEW

WE COMPLETE

+ A BASELINE ASSESSMENT OF THE CHILD'S DEVELOPMENT SHORTLY AFTER
THEY START WITH US. THIS IS COMPLETED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
PARENTS. « TERMLY SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT OF WHERE THE CHILD'S
DEVELOPMENT IS IN RELATION TO TYPICAL MILESTONES AND THE
CHARACTERISTICS OF

EFFECTIVE LEARNING » LEAVERS

* SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT OF WHERE THE CHILD'S DEVELOPMENT IS IN
RELATION TO TYPICAL MILESTONES, THE CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE
LEARNING, CHILD'S INTERESTS AND ANY OTHER RELEVANT COMMENTS
ABOUT THE CHILD'S TIME WITH US.

ASSESSMENT HELPS WITH

* THE EARLY IDENTIFICATION OF CHILDREN WHO NEED TEMPORARY EXTRA
HELP, AND CHILDREN WHO MAY HAVE SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS.

+ CHECKING THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL CHILD, AND GROUPS OF CHILDREN,
ARE MAKING PROGRESS AND TAKING PROMPT ACTION WHERE THIS IS NOT
THE CASE « REPORTING FORMALLY AND INVOLVING PARENTS IN THE
STATUTORY 2-YEAR-OLD PROGRESS CHECK

+ CELEBRATE CHILDREN'S ACHIEVEMENTS WITH PARENTS AND SHARE
FOCUS FOR LEARNING

* DISCUSSIONS WITH OTHER PROFESSIONALS WHO MAY BE INVOLVED
WITH A CHILD AND FAMILY. FOR EXAMPLE, A HEALTH VISITOR OR SOCIAL
CARE WORKER

* SHARING INFORMATION WITH RECEIVING SCHOOLS IN THE SUMMER SO
THAT CHILDREN CAN CONTINUE THEIR LEARNING JOURNEY THROUGH THE
EYFS AS SEAMLESSLY AS POSSIBLE



EVALUATION

WE WILL CHECK THAT OUR CURRICULUM IS MEETING THE NEEDS OF OUR
CHILDREN BY

* GATHERING FEEDBACK FROM THE CHILDREN, PARENTS AND OTHER
PROFESSIONALS.

* REVIEW THE PROGRESS CHILDREN ARE MAKING AND HOW THEY ARE
ACCESSING THE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT « AS A TEAM DISCUSS OUR
OBSERVATIONS OF THE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMMES WE OFFER

* INDIVIDUALLY WITH THE MANAGER OF THE SETTING DISCUSS THE
CURRICULUM

MONTHLY PARENT ENVOLVEMENT

TO ENHANCE OUR ON-SITE ACTIVITIES WE WELCOME PARENT INPUT, IN
THE FORM OF OUR MONTHLY INFORMATION SHEET. THIS INFORMATION IS
THEN INCORPORATED WITHIN OUR PLANNING TO SUPPORT AND ENHANCE
THE POSITIVE LEARNING OUTCOMES FOR ALL CHILDREN.

THIS FORM CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE, AT
www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/curriculum

AND ADDITIONALLY AT THE END OF THIS DOCUMENT.

FURTHER SUPPPORT

IF YOU STILL HAVE A QUESTION REGARDING OUR CURRICULUM PLEASE
DON'T HESITATE TO ASK. A STAFF MEMBER, A MANAGER, OR
ALTERNATIVELY VIA OUR WEBSITE;

www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk



INTERESTS AND EVENTS AT HOME - INFORMATION SHEET

EVERY CHILD IS UNIQUE AND HERE AT DUCKLINGS, WE LOVE TO CELEBRATE EVERYONE'S DIFFERENCES.
WE LIKE TO FIND OUT ABOUT EVERY CHILD'S INTERESTS AND THE THINGS THEY LIKE, IN ORDER TO HELP
EACH CHILD LEARN IN A WAY THAT SUITS THEM.

WE WILL BE OBSERVING YOUR CHILD WHILST THEY ARE PLAYING AND TAKING OPPORTUNITIES TO
INTRODUCE NEW SKILLS AND IDEAS. WE WOULD REALLY LIKE TO HEAR ABOUT YOUR CHILD’'S HOME
LIFE TO HELP US GET TO KNOW THEM BETTER AND PLAN ACTIVITIES THAT YOUR CHILD WILL ENJOY.

IF YOUR CHILD WOULD LIKE TO SHOW AN ITEM TO TELL US ABOUT, PLEASE SHARE A PICTURE OVER EYLOG
OR EMAIL SO WE CAN SHOW EVERYONE AT PRESCHOOL.

PLEASE COULD YOU INCLUDE A FEW PHOTOS FROM YOUR BREAK? YOU CAN SEND IN PAPER COPIES OR
DIGITAL ONES TO YOUR INDIVIDUAL SITES EMAIL ADDRESS, WHICH CAN BE LOCATED VIA OUR WEBSITE;

www.ducklingspreschool.co.uk/locations

Does your child have any interests or favourite things at the moment? (e.g. riding their bike, a favourite
game, space rockets, vets.)

Are there any significant events happening in your family at the moment? (e.g. celebrations, people visiting,
new pets.)

Is there any other information you would like to share that will help us get to know your child better?

Do you have any questions for us about your child's time here at Ducklings?



